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Pſalm LXXXVII. 18. 55 


66 LOVER AND FRIEND HAST THOU 
| PUT FAR FROM ME ; AND MINE 
ACQUAINTANCE INTO DARK- 


NESS,” 


28 | 


T-is juſtly obſerved by an inſpired inſtruer, 
that © the judgments of God are unſearch- 
able; and his ways paſt finding out“ And 
never do I feel a ſtronger conviction of this truth, 
tion on their poſterity, © That, after a term of years, 
the duſt ſhould return to the duſt again, is not an 
__ unnatural expectation. But how myſterious is it, 
that life ſhould be broke of in the midſt q and 
that piety and virtue ſhould find an early grave: 
| How 


EEE] 
How aſtoniſhing, that the deſtroyer ſhould pas 
over thoſe who are wiſhing to be gone ; and that 
he ſhould grace his triumphs with thoſe who were 
endeared to ſociety by their many ſervices ; who 
were a bleſſing to their families, and an example 
w the world ? When perſons of this daferipticn 
are arreſted in the midſt of their days, it iu im- 
poſſible not to exclaim with the prophet, 6 verily, 
thou art a God that hideſt thyſelf, O God of If- 
rael.” With our faculties, we muſt deſpair of 
comprehending the reaſons, and moral ends of 
ſuch an unexpected event. But aſtoniſhment does 
not imply a ſuſpicion that the ways of God are 
not right. Though intervening clouds hide the 
ſun from our view, yet we are aſſured that it ex- 
iſts ; and that it ſhines. And we may feel as 
OE OO NOT e ge 
darkneſs involve his adminiſtrations. 
The perſon, who innocently complained in the 
affecting language of the text, might have derived 
172 | 8 
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far he had ſtudied the character, and e 
the ways of God, it is impoſſible for us to detes- 
mine. This is certain, there muſt have been a 
great depreſſion of ſpirit, when this elegy was 
compoſed. 'The writer gives a mournful detail of 
his ſufferings. And the deſcription cloſes with 
theſe words: « Lover and friend haſt thou put 
far from me; and mine acquaintance into darkneſs.” 
It would be to little purpoſe to inquire after the 
author of this pſalm ; or to examine his particular 
cauſes of complaint. Our time might” be more 
uſefully employed in conſidering the evils implied 
in the ſeparation of Lover and Friend, and the 
conſignment. of our acquaintance to the land of 
darkneſs ;—the lefſon, which we may learn from 
ſuch. a diſpenſation ;—and; the temper with which 
we ſhould meet it. Whilſt I give this turn to the 
ſubjed, vou will favour me with your ſerious 
attention, - © ; TEL 7 
 firl—when a | 
us, and our acquaintance into darkneſs,” we loſe 
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that portion of our buppineſs which aroſe from 
their ſociety. Some of our moſt agreeable mo- 


ments:may; be mere to the virtuous connexious - 
formed in this world. We were made for ſociety 


whom we are in habits of intimacy, their conver- 
fation furniſhes a high entertainment. It is 2 
happineſs to be with perſons who have our con- 
fidence and affection. There is a pleaſure in be- 


_ k gratification infinitely ſurpaſſing the delights of 


happineſs in every form ; and taſted it from every 
cup, whether any joys can be compared with thoſe 
of 2 virtuous friendſhip. 

ot how much true enjoyment are we then 
deprived, when lover and friend are put far 
from us, and our acquaintance into datkneſs !” 
We no longer hear che muſick of their voice, or 
taſte the pleaſures of their converſation. The 


1 

| locked in everlaſting filence ! All the rational + 
of friends and acquaintance, lie buried with chem 

in the grave! And will any pretend, that ſuch a 
loſs' is not to be regretted ; that ſuch a. ſepara- 
tion from objects. deſervedly. dear, "is not te be 
placed among the heavier : calamities- of life e 
Surely,. in ſuch circumſtances, a chriſtian ſufferer 

 . Secondly—when deprived of our virtuous friends 
and acquaintance, we loſe not only the pleaſure, = 
üble, that great information may be derived 
from thoſe with whom we are intimate. Their 
converſation may be a ſource: of moral inſtrudtion. 
And their remarks on human actions, and human 
life, may be a guide to us, in reſpect to the er- 
rours which we are to avoid; and the virtues 

5 which | 


4. 
which we are to cultivate. Our knowledge of 
all kinds may be greatly increaſed by their com- 
munications. And we may find their ſociety a 
mine of intellectual wealth, from which we may 
draw forth the true and durable riches. 
Conſidered then, in the light of inſtructersz 
what a misfortune is it to be deprived of thoſe, 
"who were bound. to us by the neareſt and moſt 
death' has put a period, as to many rational 
pleaſures, ſo to much improvement. We are no 
longer enlightened by their wiſdom, informed by 
their ſtudies, or inſtructed by their experience. 
and reaſon ceaſes to perſuade us with their voice. 
And, if it be a truth, that : he who walketh with 
wiſe men, ſhall be wiſe,” one opportunity of 


Thirdy—when our chriſtian friends and ac- 
quaintance are removed by death, we loſe the 


t 5 


as an intimaey witch thoſe who are eminent ſor 
theſe moral excellencies. To ſee religion carried 
into liſe, is the moſt effectual way to become 


religious. The inſtructions, which we hear, we 


may ſoon forget. Compared with actions, words 
U - but a lip! : i 4 tt But h 2 are 


daily witneſſes of a pure and rational devotion, 


of che ſtricteſt integrity, of unfeigned humility, 
al the moſt enlarged benevolence, it is difficult . 


atal diſplay of religion in the temper and life, 


has made more converts to chriſtianity, than the 


beſt defences which human ingenuity has pro- 


Lofing our friends and acquaintance, we loſe | 


then, the benefit of their good example, and with 
it the moral influence of their virtuous actions. 


1. 
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contemplate the ſpirit of religion in their tem- 
bet, and the charms of it in their praice. One of | 
| the: cord, which drew. us to God and our: duty; 


is ſatally broken. We have loſt a guide which it 


was our delight to follow ; a pattern which it was 
our ambition to imitate: - The diſpenſation this. 
fore, which has deprived. un cr ſuch 4 eonſtiit 


and powerful ſtimulus to every Iu, 


. ² as wb;comfrion trial. - Le 
1 ſurviverz 3 * 2 


 4tvephrable worldly 16ſfs.- The pleaſures of their 


| happens, that in the character of che frirud, are 
united that of the huſband and parent. Aud our 


Achuaintance may be an uſeful member in ſociety. 


Is tlũs caſe, a numerous family may be deprived 


of its ſupport; and the community, of ſervices 
Mich had been faithfully rendered. | And 


19 
© And will not religion juſtify" the tear, which is 
ſhed bn-ſo mournful ati occaſion? Is it unbecoths _ 
ing the dignity of ehriſtianity to lament the r. 
ages of death, when attended with fo many diead- 
ful conſequences ? May not the widow and the 
orphan innocently bewail their loſs ? And is not 
friendiſſiip permitted, under ſach a bereavement, 
to rend its mantle, and lie proſtrate in the duſt? 
ſuſtained by a temporary »ſeparation. It is one 
thing to convince our reaſon. another, to over- 
come our paſſions. And it is the excellency of 
our religion, that it -perrhits us to 3 
ve are careful to forrow-as chriſtians. 
Having confidered ae. 


ration of lover and friend, and the removul of 1 8 


des he leſſon which we may learn from this din 
e which ariſe * earthly contiexions is 
* 
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deſcend to the grave. When we viſit the manſions 


of che dead, every ſtone which meets our eyes, 


records this melancholy truth. On every monu- 
ment we read, © verily, every man, at his beſt 
eſtate, is altogether vanity.” In early life, we 
form connexions ;' and fondly preſume, that they 
will be laſting. We look forward to many years 
of domeſtick felicity. And a ſucceſſion of new 
and virtuous; -pleaſures riſes in proſpeck. But 
ſcarcely do we form theſe hopes, before they are 
not half the days, which we had allotted him. 
A riſing family aſk in vain for the parent, whoſe 
induſtry ſupported them; and whoſe affection 


e = - for the friei 1. Rel - and ai t. 
had erected their hopes on an unſubſtantial . va- 


8 
FF and thn 
vaniſheth away.” 

| Let us give heed to a leſſon, > win allies 
the diſpenſations of divine providence. At the 
moment when we form a connexion, let us call to 
mind how ſoon it may be diffolved. Where 2 
pure and honourable affection unites perſons in | 
domeſtick life, let them remember, that, ſo far as | 
their happineſs depends upon days and years, they 

can have no ſecurity for its continuance." The 
parent ſhould regard the child as -an uncertain 
ſhip, we ſhould not forget, that there may be only 
one ſtep between our friend and the grave. . Ag 
for man, his days are as graſs ; as a flower of the 
field, ſo he flouriſheth. - For the wind paſſeth over 
it, and it is gone; and the place thereof ſhall 
know it no more.” This is a ſolemn truth. And 
under its influence, we ſhould beware of placing 
our confidence on any —_ connexion, as a 


permanent — : 
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5 e 
. | inquires, . doth not wiſdom cry ? and underſtand- 
ing put forth its yoice v; Ir does; and particularly 
16 from the earth which coyers our departed friends, 
YES: It thence proclaims to us, chat * man knoweth not 
| bis me,” It reproves us for confiding in any 
ming fo frail as human life. And it exhorts us to 
view friends and acquaintance as a tranſient blefſ- 
ing. When we God an object worthy of our af- 
fection, it directs us to prepare for its loſs, - And 
c it continually .inculcates 2 ſuſpicion, nat of the 
; which, we derive from the ſociety of thoſe whom 
we reſpect and love. Its language is, © ceaſe yo 
tram man, whoſe breath is in his noltrils,—whoſs 
gloxy is as. the floyer of grafs,”—whoſe days are 
EEE * beſt | eſtate is 
vanity.” | 

— ectarmaton 
let us not refuſe a decent attention. Let them 


inſpire us with the wiſe reſolution to {et our affec- 
: > | tions 
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Whilſt our ſky is clear, let us look for clouds; 
Whil& all things are tranquil around us, let us 
| prepare for the tempeſt. Whatever we enjoy, let 
us be ſo far ſuſpicious of its continuance, as to be 
neither confounded, nor impatient, ſhould God 
reſume his favours. Thus prepared for loſſes 
and diſappointments, we ſhould behave with dig- 
nity, as amr can Ta and 
our acquaintance into darkneſs: | 
But this leads me to the /aft inquiry, namely, 
with what temper we ſhould meet the diſpenſation, | 
which deprives us of thoſe who enjoyed and de- 
ſerved our affeQion. And that we ſhould ſuffer 
Vith patience, is one of the plaineſt diftates of re- 
ligion. - « AMiQion cometh not from the duſt : 
neither "doth ſorrow ſpring from the ground.“ 
There is a God above, a being of infinite wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs, who gave ; and who hath 
taken away. And ſhall we preſume to find fault 
F 
e | | chou? 


* 


1 
thou? Tt: is obſerved: to che honour of Job, that 
unden all his misſortunes, be ſinned not, nor 


fal, the pfalmiſt ſays, I was dumb, I opened 
nat. mn mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. Is it con- 
ceivable- that the beſt-of beings woulll afllict us 
it were net for wiſe and: benevolent ends ? 
and at a time, when! his protection, eounſels, and 
en wiſdont-and goodneſs ? No ſurely : the God: 
of heaven and earth muſt do right. His under- 
ſtanding being infinite, he muſt! comprehend the 
menſurate with his knowledge, he muſt be as able 
actuated by: a: diſpoſition to communicate good, 


uud liappineſs of the human lind Proceeding 
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repine at our misfortunes ? Shall we inſintiate, ut 
God hach ceaſed to be gracious? Overlooking the 
mereies which we have enjoyed, hall we dwell, 
with a filllen impatience, on the:miſeries which we 


which we have 'pathered in the journey of life, and 
us in our progreſs ? No x let us de juſt te God 
and own:the reQitade of his diſpenfations. Againſt 
Vet it be our language, «hall we geceive- good 
ance to the duſt, let not a diſreſpe&ful thought rie 
mm our minds, or one murmur aceufe us ef impe- 


* 


To ſome preſent, this may be a hard 1effon : 


ut it ĩs a leſſon which the chriſtian muſt learn'and 
practiſe. Difficultas it is, the-effort muſt be made't 


LEES 
«death 


L 20 J 

and you, to whom I now more particularly ad- 
dreſs my diſcourſe, muſt endeavour to bear adver- 
ſity with the temper of the goſpel. In excuſe for 
extreme ſorrow, you may plead the greatneſs of 
your loſs. You may urge the amiable manners, 
the excellent temper, the fervent devotion, - the 
conſummate prudence, the ſtrict integrity, the en- 
larged benevolence, and all the chriſtian virtues | 
| which adorned the deceaſed. You may obſerve, 
that an early -period has been put to a life of 
honour-and uſefulneſs. You may intimate, that 
in loſing a parent, a riſing family are deprived of 
the; hand which led them; of the wiſdom and 
experience which inſtructed them; and of the 
bright example which charmed them to the prac- 
tice of religion. And a ſurviver ſtill more near 
may plead the many united evils involved in her 
To this detail of moral and chriſtian virtues, we 
| do not object. It is acknowledged that the perſon, 
8... n i man 


| man of pure-and/undefled religion geg IO 
tern of all the excellencies which adorn the human 
character. His integrity, his veraeity, his meek- 


neſs, his benevolence, his profound reverence of 


the Deity, his reſpect for the Saviour, and his ar- 
dent love for his country, were diſplayed on num- 


through every ſucceſſive period of life. He Was, 
what ſociety muſt ever prize, a firm patriot ;——what 
religion requires, a rational and obedient chriſtian 1 


But mark the perfect man, and behold the | 


upright ; for the end of that man is peace.” The 


good man has every thing to hope beyond the 


grave. For him are prepared crowns of glory, 
a heavenly inheritance, pleafures without allay, 
and joys which never fail. Inaſmuch as his Re- 
deemer liveth, he ſhall live alſo. There is a voice 
which will reach thoſe who are now ſleeping in 
the duſt. There is an arm which will open the 
gates of death, and lead captivity captive. There 
is a Saviour, who will change our vile bodies ; 
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pared for you, from the foundation of the world.“ 
SE And there is a Rate, in which thoſe who now 5 
mourn, will forever rejoice; in which che friend- 
s begun in this world will be renewed z and 


The following character u publiſhed in the Columbiaz 
"a on the Saturday fucceeding Dr. nn. 
Boson, April 18; 1555. 

TED. on Wedneſday evening laſt, in * 
40th year of his age, Naruaniz, Waltzes 

Arrasros, A. M. AAS. MMS. -If it be true, . 

that « wiſdom is grey hairs, and an unſpotted life, 

old age,” Dr. Arererox deſcended to the grave 8 

with theſe honours. A good underſtanding, ank 

youth, and gave ſplendour to his riper years. The 
former, improved by ſtudy, rendered him reſped- 
able as a phyſician ;. the latter, confirmed by re. 


8 ligion, made him eminent as a chriſtian. To an 5 
| academĩeal, ſucceeded a medical education; and 


his natural diſpoſition concurring with his ſtudies,” 
he was equally qualified for the offices of humani- 
ty, as ſuſceptible of the exquiſite pleaſure of doing 
good. In the various relations of huſband, fon, 7 
parent, brother, and friend, his conduct was moſt + 
exemplary. With an uncommon gentleneſs of - 
manners, he united an exalted firmneſs of character. 
And to the cloſe of life, his moral and political vir- 
tues reflected new luſtre ; becauſe he was a chriſtian 
from inquiry, and a patriot from principle. 
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